Notes
187. Palermo. The capital of Sicily.
189. the Angelus. For 'Angelus bell', which is sounded at
morning, noon, and sunset in the Roman Catholic Church
as a reminder to all within hearing to utter a short devotional
exercise, beginning 'Angelus Domini'.
200. shriven. Absolved.
THE JACKDAW OF RHEIMS
The Rev. Richard Harris Barham (1788-1845), or, to give
his nom de plume, Thomas Ingoldsby, Esq., was the author of
The Ingoldsby Legends. He first held a living in Kent, and then
a minor canonry at St. Paul's, where he was subsequently
Divinity Lecturer. (There is an interesting memoir prefixed
to the Oxford Press edition of Ingoldsby.} The Ingoldsby Legends,
which appeared originally in magazines, were published col-
lectively in 1840; second and third series in 1847.
The Jackdaw of Rheims Barham called ea doggerel version of
an old Catholic legend that I picked up out of a High Dutch
author. I am afraid* (he adds) 'the poor "Jackdaw" will be
sadly pecked at*. He found many such monkish chronicles in
the library of Sion College (of which he became president in
1840). See the Memoir (p. xxxvii) for an amusing story of a
magpie, which Barham 'meant to have engrafted on* this story
if he had had time. Prefixed to the Jackdaw is a quotation (in
dog-Latin) from the volume De Illustr. Ord. Cisterc., which gives
the source of the story.
13. motley. Of varied character, mixed.
17. comfits. Sweetmeats, sugar-plums, cates. Choice food.
19.  Cowl.   A monk's hood.   cope.   A long cloak worn by
ecclesiastics in processions, rochet. A surplice-like vestment used
chiefly by bishops and abbots, pall. A woollen vestment worn
by the Pope and a few high dignitaries of the Church.
20.  crosier. The pastoral staff of a bishop or abbot.
33. flawns, Flawn is a kind of custard, or cjieese-cake.
35. stoles. A stole is a strip of silk worn over the shoulders and
reaching to the knees. One would have expected 'surplices',
which word was perhaps ousted by the exigencies of rhyme,
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